
Chapter 5 Panchayati 
• raJ 

1. What problem did the viii agers In H ardas 

viii age face? What did they do to solve this 

problem? 

Ans: The villagers in Hardas village faced the 

problem of drinking water shortage. They did 

the following ta sks to solve this problem: 

• They deepened the two hand pumps. 

• They cleaned one well. 

• They sought information about the 

scheme of watershed development from 

the Block Development Officer. 



2. What In your opinion, Is the Importance of 

the Gram Sabha? Do you think all members 

should attend Gram Sabha meetings? Why? 

Ans: The Gram Sabha is the most important 

body of the Panchayati Raj System. It is 

responsible for planning out the strategies for 

the development of the vi llage, 

implementation of the ruling provisions. It also 

looks after the basic amenities of village 

people. It is also the custodian of the public 

property of the village. 



It is imp1ortant fo1r al~ m1embers to1 att1end 

Gram Sabha meetings because it is the only 

way to participate in tl1e proceedings of 

various plans discussed in the meetings. The 

me1mbers of Gram Sabha represent different 

areas. So, it is important for them to put their 

local problems and development programmes 

in the meetings. If they remain absent from 

the 1rieetings, their interests may be 

overl1001ke1d~ 



3. What Is the llnk between a Gram Sabha and 

a Gram Panchayat? 

Ans: 

• Gram Sabha works over severa l Gram 

Panchayats. 

• Gram Panchayats are members of 

Gram Sabha. 

• Gram Sabha controls and approves the 

spending of money received from the 

government. 



5. What Is the difference between a Gram 

Sabha and a Gram Panchayat? 

Ans: 

1. Gram Sabha consists of all the adults of 

a vil lage while Gram Panchayat is 

elected by the members of the Gram 

Sabha for a period of five years. 

2. The area of Gram Sabha is the entire 

village whereas Gram Panchayat is 

divided into wards represented by Ward 

Counci I I ors. 

3. Gram Sabha puts control over Gram 

Panchayat. 



I.MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 

Choose the correct option to complete the 

statements given below: 

(i) The members of the Gram Sabha must be 

adults. It means they must be of 

(a) 18 years or more 

(b) 20 years or more 

(c) 22 years or more 

(d) 25 years. 



(ii) The people of Hardas village are facing the 

prob lem of ............. . 

(a) Electricity 

(b) Unemployment 

(c) Water shortages 

( d) None of the above. 

(iii)The work of the Gram Panchayat has to be 

approved by the ............. . 

(a) Members of the Gram Sabha 

(b) Zi la Parishad 

(c) Ward Member 

(d) Gram Sabha 



(iv) Which one is not the source of funds for 

the Panchayat? 

(a) Collection of taxes on houses, market 

places, etc. 

(b) Donations for community works etc. 

(c) Donations contributed by the villagers for 

village welfare works 

( d) Government scheme funds received 

through various departments of the 

government through the Janpad and Zila 

Panchayats. 

(v) The Panchayat Raj System is the 

(a) First level of democratic government 

(b) Second level of democratic government 

(c) Third level of democratic government 

(d) Fourth level of democratic government. 



(v) The Panchayat Raj System is the 

(a) First level of democratic governm1ent 

(b) Second level of democratic government 

(c) Third levell of democratic government 

(d) Fourth level of democratic government. 

A11swer: 

( i) - ( c), (i i) - ( e), ( i ii) - ( d), (iv) - ( c), ( v) - (a) . 



II .FILL IN THE BLANKS 

FIii in the blanks with appropriate words to 

complete each sentence: 

1. The Gram Panchayat is elected for ........ . 

years. 

2. The Panchs and the Gram Panchayat 

are answerable to the ............... . 

3. Every village Panchayat is divided into 

4. The people of Hardas village suggested 

... ... ... development programme for the 

permanent solution of their problem. 

5. The Gram Panchayat's main tasle is to 

implement ... ... ... ... . . programmes for a II 

villages that come under it. 



Answer: 

1. Five 
2. Gram Sabha 
3. wards 
4. watershed 



11 1. TRUE/FALSE 

State whether these sentences are true (T) or 

false (F). 

1. The Secretary of the Gram Sabha is an 

elected person. 

2. There is no link between the Gram 

Sabha and the Gram Panchayat. 

3. It is the Gram Sabha that keeps control 

of the Gram Panchayat. 

4. The Gram Panchayat meets regularly in 

order to perform its task efficiently and 

within a given time limit. 

5. The Gram Panchayat does not collect 

any local taxes. 



Answer: 

1. False 

2. False 

3. True 

4. True 

5. False 

IV.MATCHING SKILL 
CoJ11mn A 

(0 Sarpanch 
(U) Panch 

(U.O Recharging 
(w) Block Panchayat 
(u) Dlstrfct Panchayat 

C<-lurnn '8 

(a) Panchayat Samit1 

(bl Zila Panshad 
(cl Member of the Panchayat 
(d) President of the Panchayat 
(el Refilling 

Ans: (i)-(d), (ii)-(c), (i ii)-(e), (iv)-(a), 



I.VERY SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS 

1. Who calls the meeting of the Gram Sabha 

and Gram Panchayat? [V. Imp.] 

Ans: It is the Secretary who calls the meeting 

of the Gram Sabha and Gram Panchayat. 

2. What problems do the women of Hardas 

village face? 

Ans: The women of Hardas village have to go 

to the Suru River which is 3 km away to fetch 

water. 



3. Why Is Tljla In favour of some permanent 

solution to the problem of water shortages? 

Ans: Because groundwater levels seem to be 

going down every year. 

4. What does Anwar suggest? 

Ans: Anwar suggests for watershed 

development programme. 

5. What was the next agenda for the Gram 

Sabha? 

Ans: The finalisation of the list of people 

below the poverty line (BPL). 

6. Why Is the Nlrmal Gram Puruskar awarded 

and to whom? 

Ans: The Nirmal Gram Puruskar is awarded to 

the vi ll age Panch/panchs for the excellent 

work done by him/them in the Panchayat. 


